Subject
History

Topic
Britain 1066 – 1500 

How much control did the Kings of England have? 

Overview

Key stage/Year group
Key Stage 3: Year 7 

National Curriculum links
2e, 5 c

Scheme of Work links
Provides contextual knowledge plus gives students an idea of the qualities of good and bad kings, and the problems they faced

Duration
1 hour

In this lesson pupils will
Look at different kings, decide whether they were good kings, then pull out the characteristics of good and bad kings

Learning objectives
To find out the problems facing medieval kings and what was deemed to be a successful king

Resources
Either Medieval Minds p88-95 (Longman) or library research.

History Online free tour has a good datahandling exercise which give an overview of medieval monarchs: http://www.historyonline.co.uk/freesite_tour/resources/medieval/index.html


Learning activity
1. Discuss what the students think makes a good leader. Write ideas up on the board. Discuss whether these points would also apply to kings in medieval times. Draw up a list of points students think are important for a medieval king

2. Students work in groups on a monarch. Look at what they did, what problems they faced and whether they were successful.

3. Repeat 2 for another monarch (ensure one is an example of a successful king and one isn’t)

4. Class feedback and discussion. What are the characteristics of a good/bad king? Are these similar to points created by students at the start of the lesson?

Learning outcomes
To find out the problems facing medieval kings and what was deemed to be a successful king

Extension work
Use the criteria of a good king to research other kings and decide who was the greatest English monarch

SEN
Use a table to support student collection of information
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