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Black Peoples of the Americas 

How do we find out about slave conditions?

Overview

Key stage/Year group
Key Stage 3: Year 9

National Curriculum links
2a, b, 4a

Scheme of Work links
Introduce the Triangle of Trade and examine the range of problems slaves faced

Duration
1 hour

In this lesson pupils will
Use prior knowledge about slavery to explore why they were used and what lines of enquiry could be explored to discover about slave conditions

Learning objectives
To know about the Triangle of Trade and understand why there was a growing demand for slaves.

Resources
Worksheet, video. 

Learning activity
1. Discuss why societies use slaves and how slaves may be treated (refer back to Y7 work on the Roman Empire)

2. Teacher exposition about the Triangle of Trade. Students complete a blank map to show the various legs of the trade. Emphasise the demand for goods like sugar. Use a modern day parallel with the chocolate trade (use video on modern day slavery in the Ivory Coast from a Channel 4 documentary – there are some very powerful images in this documentary so this needs to be handled sensitively)

3. Teacher reads account from Olaudoh Equiano’s experiences of slavery (see http://vi.uh.edu/pages/mintz/primary.htm) to set the scene prior to the voyage across the Atlantic

4. Class discussion is then used to speculate about how we might find out about conditions on board a slave ship on the Middle Passage and what those conditions would be like (they should discuss the information they have already received and whether parallels with other times will help) (this will act as a ‘warm up’ for the next lesson)

Learning outcomes
Students should know why slaves were needed and be aware of how we could find out about conditions on board a slave ship

Extension work
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