Subject
History

Topic
Black Peoples of the Americas

How do we find out about slave conditions? 

A slave’s view

Key stage/Year group
Key Stage 3: Year 9

National Curriculum links
2a, 4b

Scheme of Work links
This builds on the previous lesson and starts to look at conditions on board a slave ship

Duration
1 hour

In this lesson pupils will
Read an eyewitness account. Pick out information from this source to identify how slaves were treated, then analyse the value of this source for this line of enquiry

Learning objectives
To evaluate a source for a line of enquiry

Resources
Olaudah Equiano’s account of the Middle Passage (there are a number of primary accounts at http://vi.uh.edu/pages/mintz/primary.htm)

This is an excellent site. The sources are in their unadulterated form and the language level is difficult but I have found the content is so compelling that all students have grappled successfully with them, though I have cut down the amount of material that I will give them

Learning activity
1. Recap of previous lesson, including how we might find out about slave conditions on the Middle Passage

2. Give out Olaudah Equiano’s account. Students read the passage. Highlight words/phrases they don’t understand. Class discussion to clear up any difficulties, then discuss the problems he mentions 

3. Highlight and colour code the problems

4. Discuss whether he is a valuable source – provide contextual information about his life to assist with this

5. Write an evaluation of his value as a source for this line of enquiry

Learning outcomes
Students should begin to see the way slaves were treated, whilst at the same time being able to evaluate the value of the source by reference to its content, nature, origin and purpose

Extension work
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